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ONE FLESH   6 -10th July at St Albans 

Our latest production - by Peter Baldock, Director 

ONE FLESH by Fiona Samuel is progressing apace. 

 We are finding the new „performance environment‟, St Alban‟s 

Church, very accommodating and satisfyingly appropriate for 

the subject of the drama. 

The focus has been finding and immersing ourselves in the 

very particular characters and establishing the relationships 

that develop between them all during the course of the play. 

One of the reassuring things that has confirmed our initial   

impression is the laughter from visitors at recent rehearsals. It 

has reinforced the adage that the difference between tragedy 

and comedy is merely a matter of degree. I am sure we have all 

experienced situations where tears have turned to laughter 

(and vice versa), and have found ourselves laughing at situa-

tions which at the same time elicit our compassion. 

This is the reality of ONE FLESH. The diverse characters and 

their situation has the potential to move us to both tears and 

laughter.   

ON-LINE BOOKINGS: http://bctt.org.nz/current-

production-one-flesh-by-fiona-samuel/products-page/  

Honour by Joanna Murray-Smith, Directed by Kathi George, Khandallah Arts Theatre 

8pm 15-17 & 20-24, & 4pm 18 July; Tickets $18/$15. 

Honour is an intimate play (3 women, 1 man) that is less about honour than choices which once taken become like the 

perennial scrambled egg can’t be unmade.  Honor is happily married to Gus a distinguished journalist for whom she has 

abandoned her literary career.  Claudia, a young ambitious journalist, arrives to interview him and the meeting precipitates a 

marital crisis.  It’s written in such a way that we experience the perspective of all the protagonists, their wry humour, raw 

pain and furious anger.   

Described as an excellent small cast play by a well-established Australian, Honour, which was originally produced in 1995, 

enjoyed an almost sell-out season at it’s revival by the Sydney Theatre Company at the Sydney Opera House last month.  

John Marwick and Sue Lennox were among the many satisfied viewers saying that it’s “an excellent play which had us talking 

about it for days afterwards”.  John is pleased to be involved in the play being put on by Khandallah Arts Theatre and which is 

being produced in the round.  What could be a better mid-winter night out than going to this production! 

http://bctt.org.nz/current-production-one-flesh-by-fiona-samuel/products-page/
http://bctt.org.nz/current-production-one-flesh-by-fiona-samuel/products-page/


ONE FLESH - 6-10 June 2010 

The upcoming performance of One Flesh at St Alban’s has been long awaited. The relationship 
between the two groups goes back a number of years. More than a few members of the local 
Anglican community have been/are involved in the Butterfly Creek Theatre Troupe, including my 
predecessor Colin Wright, and their talents and love of the stage have added much to our life. Most 
recently, this has been evident at our centenary celebrations on May 16. Dressed in period attire, no 
doubt borrowed from the BCTT wardrobe, Peter Baldock and Sandra Gillespie entertained the over 
two hundred people present with a royal toast.  

But next month’s performance of One Flesh is a first. It is the first time the theatre troupe has put on 
a play inside the church. So, why now? 

One answer is that it forms part of our 100th anniversary celebrations. Though an Anglican presence 
in the Eastern Bays dates back to the mid 1800s, the church itself is only one hundred years old. A 
feature of this presence has been an involvement in all facets of the community’s life. As well as 
regular services and the marking of significant moments in people’s lives, other events have been 
held inside the church. These include musical concerts and a puppet show, and so it felt time our 
local thespians were invited to grace the “hallowed” interior of the church! 

But there is another reason. At the heart of the Christian story is the divine/human drama. The  
coming among us of the God-man Jesus and of a remarkable life offered for the redemption of the 
world. And as each week those present participate in this story via the liturgy of the church, they do 
so recognizing their human frailty and worth, and are drawn into something greater. A similar goal is 
arguably found in the best theatrical performances. The aim is to draw an audience into a narrative, 
to invite them to see the world through a different lens, to make them laugh and cry and wonder, 
and hopefully to evoke a response that changes them.  

This is certainly true of the play being performed in early July. Having read the script and having 
caught a snippet of the rehearsals, I can say with confidence One Flesh is a play well worth seeing. 
It is by no means a religious play, but the real-to-life characters and the universal themes it explores 
are given poignant expression in the context of the church. 

“We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread.” 

I wish to thank Peter and Fran Baldock and the cast for their enthusiasm for this project; and I look 

forward to welcoming you to St Alban’s. Venerable Damon Plimmer    

NOTES: 

1)  A history of Anglicans in Eastbourne, written by Julia Stuart, is to be launched in early September. 

2)  The words spoken by the congregation before the bread and wine of the Eucharist are shared.  

 

ONE FLESH  

Cast rehearsing with Director, Peter 
Baldock. 

Left to right: 
Peter Baldock (director), Avi Duckor-Jones (in 
wig) as 'Penny', Theo Nettleton playing Neil, 
Annie Hayward (yes, in a wig) playing Laurel, 
Sarah Rose Burke (Kat, on floor), Michael Booth 
as Winston,  and Ann Garry as Frances. Barry 
Mawer who plays Hardy was away. 

 



So I have been asked to write a piece about myself 

for the news letter. 

oh dear what do I say? 

I know I could give you my history. well I started 

doing productions at 22 years old and after 12 

years I have done some 30 odd productions (3 

with BCTT) and 1,000’s of hours of corporate and 

restaurant theatre......oh and I love it. 

What next......oh yes, I can let you know that     

currently I have taken a sabbatical from acting in 

shows. I have formed a new company called Burnt 

Match, offering corporate theatre services and we 

have our first murder mystery event in July. 

I’m also starting a sports internet podcast with 

Access Radio soon. Check out the website 

www.accessradio.org.nz because I will be  

including a community theatre section. 

I can also reveal that I would like to get into      

directing in the near future, if I can find a mentor 

who will help me with the technical side of things….hint hint John :-) 

Ok not bad so far, now for the finish. 

I guess what I should say is this:  I have found the professionalism, passion, 

commitment and fun that personifies Butterfly Creek Theatre Troupe to be the 

reason I look forward to the announcement of an audition for a play with a part 

in it for me. This is because it means I get to tread the boards with a like 

minded group of individuals and create something bigger than ourselves, some-

thing that entertains people enough to allow them to forget the routine of life 

that drags us all down from time to time. 

In summary I am awesome :o   Damian 

People News—Introducing Damian Reid 

WHAT ELSE IS ON 

Khandallah Arts Theatre Honour by Joanna Murray-Smith 15–24 July  

Heretaunga Players Blithe Spirit by Noel Coward July 1 – 10 

Stagecraft The Family by Jill Shearer 23 June–3 July 0508 484 253 Gryphon Theatre, Ghuznee St 

Porirua Little Theatre Don’t Dress for Dinner by Marc Camoletti 18 June–3 July 236 6503 Porirua 

Tawa Community Theatre Nunsense  by Don Goggin 1-10 July 232 3711 Linden Social Centre 

Mana Little Theatre Imaginary Lines by Reggie Oliver 23 June–3 July 233 1842 

The Dresser - by newly knighted Sir Ronald Harwood is the third BCTT production for 2010.     

Scheduled for October 21, 22, 23 & 28, 29, 30, performances on the Muritai Hall stage this play gives us a wonderful 

behind the scenes glimpse of a travelling English theatre company led by an ageing Shakespearean actor/knight as he 

battles the hardships of a diminishing cast, World War 11 and his own demons. 

We follow the efforts of Sir’s long time personal assistant, Norman, as he struggles to hold his charges’ life together, 

aided and obstructed by Her Ladyship and the cast and crew of King Lear. 

Some of you may be familiar with the 1983 film starring Albert Finney and Tom Courtenay.  There is no train in the play 

so there is no excuse for Sir to exercise his stentorian skills by bellowing “STOP THE TRAIN” as Albert Finney did in the 

film. 

I am delighted to have secured Trevor Rose (Norman) and John Marwick (Sir) to head a stellar cast.  That’s where you 

come in.  I will be holding auditions for supporting roles on 18th July from 11am at Muritai School Hall.              

Phone 562 8116 for a time. 

Her Ladyship   -late 40’s to 60’s—she has played the juvenile leads for ever to Sir’s heroes 

Madge    -middle aged and devoted to Sir 

Irene    -young, ambitious (stage manager) 

Geoffrey Thornton  -ageing Shakespearean bit part actor being extended beyond his skills 

Mr  Oxenby   -young enough to be ambitious.  Has an inflated opinion of himself. 

There will be a read through fairly soon after casting to establish characterisation, followed by 3-4 weeks to learn lines.  

Rehearsals start 29th August (Sunday) and continue Tues, Thurs, Sunday until opening.      

            Florence McFarlane 

Come ye all hither for our next hearty Midwinter 

grog and a giggle  play reading gathering, 2nd 

Aug at the Lifeboat — as usual, dinner at 

6.30pm, followed by the play reading at 7.30pm; to 

be picked by Alex Cooper so expect something 

with a little humour for a good fun night out.  

(Photo—2010 

M4M as Duke)  

http://www.accessradio.org.nz/


 

 
 

Productions 

This year has been another successful one with onstage and offstage members working well to put on 3 productions. 

Spanning this year and last, “Joe Egg” received Antoinettes for the production.  Anne Garry - Best Female Actor and       

Florence McFarlane the joint Best Director of a full length play. Thus continuing the “tradition” of BCTT being judged by its 

peers as delivering a high standard of productions. 

We had aimed to do a musical in spring, but this had to be postponed till we have a musical director for it. Instead Peter 

Baldock & Barry  hastily put together a revue “Eclecticity” which, though hectic, was a success and lots of fun. It was     

especially pleasing in that it needed a large cast and gave lots of our members (old & new) a chance to shine. 

Our “Measure for Measure” for the Fringe, directed by John Marwick, got rave reviews & rightly so. The reviewers (and   

audiences) agreed that though often regarded as a “difficult” play, it was well interpreted and delivered as well as being 

enjoyable. Again, a success. Good to see the new members that were attracted to it; a reminder that it‟s how we mostly     

get new members. 

Member Activities 

This year we started the unrehearsed play reading at The Lifeboat for members. We‟ve used these as a bit of a fun        

evening, hence the focus on comedies. However they are also a useful way of getting members‟ views on candidates for 

future productions. Spreading the roles around has given each of us chances to extend our “character” range a bit; often 

with delightful results! The evenings have been a fun social time. We will be continuing these this year. 

We‟ve also joined with other community groups. Peter, Fran, Florence, Peter H & Will putting on entertainment for the   

Lions. Peter, Sue & Barry narrating items performed by the Hutt Valley Orchestra.  We see these types of activities as a 

good opportunity to help build our community. 

Upgrades & Changes 

This year, with the help of a grant from the Hutt Valley Theatre Trust we installed new protective bags to cover  the Blacks 

& Legs we installed last year. 

The website can now sell tickets and membership. Tickets for M4M were the 1st we sold this way and it proved quite    

popular, with approx $1400 of tickets being sold.  We also continued to have good support from Rona Gallery for those 

wanting to buy their tickets the “traditional” way. 

John created a Facebook page for us that was probably instrumental in attracting actors from outside of the Troupe to 

audition. We expect the committee will look to see how we can build further on that in 2010/11. 

The committee have agreed that we‟ll upgrade the creaking stage steps in 2010/11, which will be a relief to actors &   

audiences alike! The committee is also looking at acquiring our own rehearsal lights, which should help greatly in           

rehearsals. 

People 

First we‟d like to give our thanks to all the members that have contributed to the year‟s successes. We continue to see 

great dedication,   creativity and enthusiasm; which of course makes the Troupe what it is.  The membership numbers are 

much the same now as at the start of the year, despite losing members who have moved away. We expect  that being able 

to buy membership on the web will help us to attract new members and to keep our subscriptions up. 

We‟ve had a few “changes of the guard” with Sue & John successfully taking over the secretary & treasurer roles from 

Julia. We‟d like to thank Laurie who has come to the end of his tenure editing Troupedour. Fortunately Yvonne willingly 

took over, having successfully completed her studies. 

As mentioned last year, we probably need a few more directors. It was good to see Amber taking on the AD for M4M and 

we look forward to her 1st production! We‟ll probably need a new director for 2011 Shakespeare and we‟re exploring    

possibilities for that. 

We‟d also like to acknowledge the great support and cooperation that we get from the school. 

Thanks for a good 2009/10 and we look forward to what 2010/2011 offers. 

Barry Mawer & Barb Langford 

Coordinators 

BCTT Co-ordinators’ Report for 2009/2010 



BCTT Membership 2010/11 
 

*****A reminder that subs are now due!  Thank you to those who have already paid!***** 

Paid members receive discounts on shows and workshops.  Your membership card for    

JULY 2010 - JUNE 2011 will be delivered to you.  

To complete your membership online please go to:    http://bctt.org.nz/about-the-troupe/membership/ 

Or post your subscription form and payment  to:  

Sandra Gillespie, BCTT Membership Secretary, PO Box 41-120, Eastbourne, Lower Hutt 5047  

 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM—Butterfly Creek Theatre Troupe   

Please send or deliver your sub to Sandra Gillespie, Membership Secretary.  You will receive your 

membership card for discounts on shows and workshops. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Subscription for The Butterfly Creek Theatre Troupe:  Individual $17    Family $27   Schoolchild $5 

 

NAME:         PHONE:    

 

ADDRESS:              

 

EMAIL ADDRESS:             

(Please note:  Information will be used for Troupe business only) 

Please make your cheque payable to:  Butterfly Creek Theatre Troupe Inc. 

 

AGM Report     

2010 AGM Shock Horror – the new committee looks like the old one! 

The AGM was held on the 16th June, with a good attendance. It had the usual agenda and reports (Coordinator & 

Treasurer) presented and accepted. The new elected officers and committee surprisingly, looked to be almost the 

same as last year! (See back page for full list). 

We‟ve managed to hold the subscriptions fees the same over the last 12 years, but it was agreed that we needed 

to raise them a bit for 2010/11 to cover the increased costs over that time. The revised rates are:   

Individual $17, family $27, schoolchild $5 (unchanged). 

We finished off the evening with a read through of a very funny short one act play “2b or nt 2b”. A wonderful 

romp through teen angst. It has modern NZ teens with the same nature & experience as characters from    

Shakespeare, Chekhov, Sophocles & Ibsen, complete with the   essential use of iPhone & laptops. A good       

candidate for a future production. 

http://bctt.org.nz/about-the-troupe/membership/

